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The Story of SThc 1833 to 1918

The launching of an idea in journalism by a boy printer that speedily overturned the old idea of newspaper
making Young Ben Day was that youth, and, with him it was more than an idea that upset the then

existing journalism of America and in fact of the world; it was a necessity the necessity of making
a newspaper that should give all the news in a sheet of little more than postage stamp size

By FRANK M. O'BRIEN.
T X the cnrly thirties of last century
I ' the only newspapers In th city of

New York were six-ce- nt journals
whose reading matter was adapted to
the politics of men and whose only
appeal to women was their size per-

fidy suited to deep pantry shelves.
Dave namsey, a compositor on ono

of these tdxpcnnles, the Journal of
Commerce, had an obsession. It was.
that a penny paper, to be called Tins
Sun, would be a nuccess In a city full
of persons whose Interest was In ty

In general, rather than In poli-

tics and whoss pantry shelves were
almost always narrow. Why his mind
fastened on Tim Sun as the name of
this child of his vision is not known;
perhaps it was because there was a
dally in London bearing' that title. It
was a short name, easily written, easily
spoken, easily remembered.

Benjamin II. Day, another printer,
worked beside Dave Ramsey in 1830.
Ramsey reiterated his idea to his
neighbor so often that Day came to
believe In It, although it Is doubtful
whether he had the great faith that
possessed Ramsey, Not that due
credit has been given to Ttamsey for
the Idea of the penny Sun, he passes
out of the record, for he never at-

tempted to put his project Into execu-
tion.

Nor was Day's enthusiasm for a
penny Sun ho big tint he pulngedlnto
It at once. Ho was a business man
rather than a visionary. With the
savings from his wages an. a composi-
tor he went Into the job printing busi-
ness In a small way. He still met Jila
old chums and still talked of The Sun,
but it is likely that ho never would
have come to start it If It had not been
for the cholera.

Ben Day's Prime Purioar.
Thero was an epidemic of this

plague In New York In 1S32. It killed
more than thirty-fiv- e hundred people
in that year and added to the de-
pression of business already caused by
flananclal disturbances and a wretched
banking system. The Job printing
trade suffered with other industries,
and Day decided that he needed a
newspaper not to reform, not to uplift,
not to arouse, but to push the printing
business of Benjamin H. Day. In-
cidentally he might add lustre to the
fame of the President. Andrew Jack-
son, or uphold the hands of the Mayor
of New York, Gideon Lee; but his
prime purpose was to get the work ol
printing handbills for John Smltjt, the
grocer, or letter heads for Richard
Robinson, 'the dealer in hay. Incident-
ally ho might become rlcrrtind power-
ful; but for the time being he needed
work at his trade.

The idea of a penny paper was not
new. In Philadelphia the Cent had had
a brief, inglorious existence. In Bos-

ton the Bostonian had failed to attinct
the cultured readers of the modern
Athens. Eight months before Day's
hour arrived the Horning Post had
braved It In New York, selling flr3t at
two cents and later at ohe cent, but
even with Horace Greeley as one of
the founders it lasted only three weeks.

When Ben Day sounded his friends,
particularly tho printers, as to their
opinion of his project they cited tho

. doleful fate of the other penny Jour- -
r.a.s. Ho drew, or had designed, a
headline for Tiik Sun that was to be
and took It about to his cronies. A. S.
Abcll, a printer on the Jfercanfife Ad-
vertiser, poked the most fun at him.
A penny paper. Indeed! But the same
Abell lived to stop scoffing, to found
another Bun this one in Baltimore
and to buy a half million dollar cstato
nut of the profits of It. He was tho
second beneficiary of the penny Sun
Idea, . t

William M. Swain, nnothcr Jour-
neyman prii(VI' also made light of
Day's ambition. He lived to be Day's
foreman, and later to own the Phila-
delphia 1'ulillc Lrduer. Ho told Day
that the penny Sun would ruin him.
As Day had not much enthusiasm at
the outset, surely his friends did not

dd to it, unless by kindling his stub-
bornness.

The First Imdf,
As for capital, ho had none at all,

In the money sense. He did havo a
printing press, 'hardly improved from
the machine of Benjamin Franklin's

(day, some Job paper, yid plenty of
type. Tho pre.s would throw off 200, Impressions nn hour at full' speed, mnn
power. He hired a room. 12 by 16 feet,
In tho building at 222 William street.
That building was still there. In the
shadow of the Brooklyn Bridge ap-

proach, when The Sun celebrated Its
fiftieth anniversary in 1883; but a
modern six story envelope faetory Is
there

There Is no question as to the gen-
eral authorship of the first paper. Day
was proprietor, publisher, editor, chief
pressman and mailing clerk. This
Yankee from Springfield, Mass., was
not lazy. Ho stayed up all night be-

fore that fateful Tuesday, September
3, 1833, setting with hi own hands
some advertlRmcnts that were regu-
larly appearing In the six cent
papers, for he wanted to make a show
of prosperity". Besides, tho bogus ad-
verting would fllf nap's.

Ho also wrote or clipped from soma
out of town newspaper a ioem that
would fill nearly a. column. He re-

wrote news Items from the West and
South some of them not more than n
month o!d. An for the snappy local
news of the day, he bought, in the
small hours of that Tuesday morning,
a copy of the Courier nt Knqulrcr,
the llvest of tho six cent papers, took
it to tho single room In William street,
clipped out or rewrote the police court
items, and set their, up himself. A
Vy, whoso name is unknown to fame,
RXfUteu iilin at devil's work. A Jour-
neyman printer, Parmlee, helped with
XTiO presri when tho ladt quoin had
been made tight In the fourth and
lapt of tho little pages.

Tho uu was well up in the sky

before its namesake in New York
camo slowly, hesitatingly, almost
sadly,' up over the horizon of

to set! In the years
to follow Tim Bun was to have
changes In ownership. In policy, in
size and In style; but no day was to
come when It could not shine. Of nil
tho morning newspapers printed In
New York on that 3d of September,
1833, there Is only one other the
Journal of Commerce left.

But young Mr. Day, wiping the Ink
from his hands at noon and waiting
n doubt (to see whether the public

would buy the thousand Suns ho had
printed, could not foresee this. Neither
could he know that by this humble ef-

fort to exalt his, printing business he
had driven a knife Into the dusty
heart of ancient Journalism. The six
penny papers were to laugh at this
tlny to laugh , pany. Included Will- -

to die.
The size of the first Sl'N was 11 U by

S Inches, considerably less than one- -
quarter the size of n page of Tiik Sun
of Compared with the first
Sfs, tho present ffrwapaper Is Ttbmit-sijftee- n

times larger. The type was a
good, plain face of agate, with some
articles and verse set In primer.

Only Three toplrs Left.
An almost perfect reprint of the

first Sun wns Issued as a supplement
to the paper on Its twentyflfth birth-
day. In 1858, and again to the num-le- r

of about 160,000 copies on Its fif-

tieth birthday, In 1883. Many of the
persons who treasure the replicas of
1883 believe them to be original first
numbers, as they were not. labelled
"facsimile," as was the issue of 18.18.

Hardly a month passes but The Sun
receives one of them from some
proud owner. It Is easy, however, to
tell the reprint from the original, for
Mr. Day in his haste committed an
error at the masthead of the edi-

torial or second page of tho first
number. The date line there reads,.
"September 3, 1832," while In the re-

print it Is "September 3, 1833," as It
shouki have been, but wasn't, in the
original. And there are minor typo-
graphical differences. Invisible to the
layman.

Of the thousand, or fewer, copies
of the first St'N, onlyvthrce are known
to exist one in the bound file of Tm:
Sun's first year, held jealously In Tub
Sun's tafe: one, In the private library
of the editor of The Sun, Elv..rd
Page Mitchell; and one in the Public
Library at Fifth avenue and Forty-secon- d

street. New York.
There were three columns on each

of the four pages. At the top of the
first column on the front page was a
modest announcement of The Sun's
ambitions:

The object of this paper Is to lay be-

fore the public, at a price within the
means of every one. ALL THE NEWS
OK THK DAY. and at the. same time
afford an advantageous medium for ad-
vertising. ' -

Old War of Advertising.
t

It was added that the subscription
in advance was S3 a year, and that
yearly advertisers were to be aecom- - J

modated with ten lines every day for
f30 per annum 10 cents a day, or one
cent n line. That was tho old fashion
of advertising. The friendly mer-
chant bought $30 worth of space, say
In December, and Inserted an adver-
tisement of his fur coatfl or snow
shovels. The same advertisement
might be In the paper the following
July, for the newspapers made no ef-

fort to coordinate the needi of the
teller and the buyer. So long as the
merchant kept his name regularly fn
print he felt that that was enough.

The leading article on the first page
was a story about an
Irish and his duelri. It was
flanked by a piece of reprint about
microscopic carved toys. There was
a paragraph about a Vermont boy s'o

addicted to whistling that he fell 111 of
It. Mr. Day's apprentice may have1
needed this warning.

Tho front page advertising, culled I

from other newspapers printed for
effect, consisted of the notices of i

steamship sailings. In one of these
Commodore Vanderbllt offeied to carry
passengers from New York to Hart- -
foid, by daylight, for $1, on his splen- -
.11.1 Inn. n,,.A !

Witch. Cornelius Vandeibllt was then
39 years old, and had made the boat
line between New York and New
Brunswick, N. J pay him $40,000 a
year. When Tiik Sun sturted the
Commodore was nt the height of his
activity, and ho stuck to tho water for
thirty years afterward until he had
accumulated something like $40,000,-00- 0.

E. K. Collins had not yet established
his famous Dramatic lino of steam-
ships between New York and Liver-
pool, but he advertised the "very fast
sailing coppered ship Nashville for
New Orleans." He was only 30 then.

wero advertised for by pri-
vate families living on Broadway, near
Canal street pretty far up town to
live in that day and on Temple
street, near Liberty, pretty far down
town now,

Xnti of the Hay.
On t he second page was n bit of

real news, the melancholy suicide of a
young Bostonian of man-
ners and amiable disposition," In
Webb's Congress Hall, a hotel. There
wero also two local anecdotes: a. para
graph to tho effect that "the city is
nearly full of strangers from all parts
of this country and Kuropo"; nine
police court Items, nearly all concern-
ing trivial assaults; news of mur-
ders committed in Florida, Kaston,
l'a and Columbus, Ohio; a report of
an earthquake at Charlottesville, Va
and a few lines of stray news from
Mexico.

The third page had the arrivals and
clearances at tho port of New York,
a Joke about the cholera In New Or-
leans, a Hue to say that the same dis-
ease had appeared In the City of Mex-
ico, an Item about an Insurrection Is
the Ohio penitentiary, a marriage nn- -

J nounccment, a death notice, some ship
ana auction auveruseraenis anu me

offer of a reward of $1,000 for tho re-

covery of $13,600 stolen from the mail
stage between Boston and Lynn and
the arrest of the thieves. -

Tho last page curried n,poem, "A
Noon Scene," but tho ntmosphere was,
of tho Etysiun Fields over In Holmken
rather than of' midday In the city. If
Day wroto It himself It probably was
with the Idea that it would fill a
column. Another good filler was tho
bank note table copied from a six
cent contemporary. The quotations
Indicated that pot much of the bank
currency of the day was accepted nt
par.
' The rest of the page was filled with
borrowed advertising. The Globe In-
surance Company, of which John
Jacob Astor was a director, announced
that it had a capital of a million dol-

lars. The North River Insurance Com- -
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whether even the police, court Items
were although tney were
most human things In Issue,
most likely to appeal to the readers
whom Day hoped to reach to
whom tho purchase or paper at

was Imposslblo and to whom
monotonous political
were bore,

York ":I0.
llioso early '30s dully Journal-Is- m

had not advanced very far. Men
were willing, but means methods
were weak. The first English dally

the Issued 1702. The,
man,

yer, penny paper. The
London Times
1785. .it vyia English

Sun
the' first

first dally
PoifisjIfanlfi called
General Advertiser, begun Philadel-
phia 1784. died in

New York papers
buck

century, having been 17S7

is the
In

the dallies
was largely that

looked almost entirely
advertising for
papers.

of

navigation."
boilers Glue of

AT

one,
arte

reauiaiaf
Yearly

COMMERCE,

TaM
NEWPORT PKOV1DENCK.

DOLL.
T--

.Cxi.

So.nh

chip

aaeaie

M

mi

reoeie

Water-Witc- h,

of

at

Nrvr

Tuetrlajr,
uratM

Ue

the mm Mf

tail
new
nil tail the

the

tmw and

ar For

will tail the Mih
die

lhe

aow

imh

ft. t.
Mt

A.
of

be

of

ft
of

In

Atid

a

it
---at

a

a tl

a

a

laiwMtee carta. a(

yet

they found tliat the local The
,Sun wore they wanted,

the tho paper suited

far could the llttlo Sun hope
cast Its beam stodgy If not

till
tho dallies In New at tho

than 30,000, Xho six morn-
ing and evening papers, all

copy, shared
circulation thus:

morning r.vrEiw.
flirt .Vrio York En

Democratic
.Yen' York Standard
Sew York Journal Commerce
Xtw York Gazette and Central

titer
Mercantile Adrertlter and

Advocate 1,504

EVENING PAPERS.
The Ertnlna Pott 3,000

The. Krenino
Sew York Commercial AdYertlter
SeuyYork American

New
:t.wx

York wns the mc- -
pressure but

enltrfed,

(without

inii.i.,

freif

kww
eicor- -

tattiaiitt.

election,

NEW YORK, TUESDAY, SEPTEMUEll 3, 1833.

RCO.taWk,.

AN Iltlflll CAPTAIN.
" There arc at tweel n pnir of pittoli hi any in the three

kingdom) ; eaidan ofticor, iliowin a pair to young aiu
dent of bit acquaintance, " and have done execution
lure now; nt the tlightett touch, off they go, at ewtct nt
honey, without recoiling or iliinng. I nerer lr
vel willioiii llirm."

" I netcr lit.u.i nf h!:liHymen in llii pin of ilic coun
try"

" Nor I," replied the oflii " and if I had I iml
trouble m)telf to carry the itult oa their account
waynieo ars a tpeciet of tlwwka who are not fond of at- -

Uckiaguilobelert; they kndwwo arealilila too hard
to crack. No, my dear air, highwaymen know that

not much money ; and what hart they
light lor."

" Since that ia the cite, how come you to tmtel
with pitioltl"

"Became," antwered the oftcer, "1 And them very
uecuil in acconunodating any lilde difference I may acci-

dentally with a friend, or which one Trie ad may chance
to kave with another."

" Do you often nettle dlfferancet in that way !"
" Why, I wat twlcvewl before I armed at your age.

The Crtt time, wat with a rtlatioa of my own, whaaaid ho',
aty couraga tried belore bo would eoutribulo

wilb the othert toa anlt the.parcliaae ray firtt .comaie-tio-

to I tent him word tbtl I would he liappy to civ
bnnyne-fjrourn- i very aix tiwtm, wi,M .......
I touched him ao ia the lag, that he hat hailed
ever eince. But all hitiloubtt being now removed,, he
cheerfully contributed hit quoin with the real of my rela-

tione, and wo have been kood aver tince."
" what gate you occa 'ton for the tecond aaid

the young ttodeaU
" How it begao originally, it more than I can tell," an,

twrred the captain ; all I know it, that a large .company
f hi dined together; we tat ami drnak deep, and I

went to bed rather in a Mat (nrgcilulncat, and wat
anked in Ilic from a profound tlcrp, by a gen-li- e

ma. K 10 jrRaB a long etory, how I had aaid tomcthing
that requ.j explanation ; aad aleo, thai I had accidental-
ly given him blow, but heptcd I bad no Intention
to affront him; a., M he coatiaued talkiog in a rounda-
bout kiml of way, w,iOTU, coalm to anv noiat So I wat
under the neccamy nf .ernptin: him, " tijion my eon.

Sir, (mid IA I am n.Wc to declare, with ce"ir
ly, whether 1 bail any intention f n(Tt '"ii'U you or not,
Iwcaute my bead it Mill a little couVtcd, and I have po
clear rcrollectian what pawd, nr do I fully

hrnd jour drift at twraenl, lint I corjecturc thai you with
lu have tatiifacliim; if an, I mutt beg you will be kind
enough tnaay ao at once, and I hali be nt your tervirc."

himrelfthutcutthort, named tlmpltec ami the
hour. I met him precimily at the time. Hit firat pitlol
aanacd fire, but I hit Mm ia thi ahouhlvr. At hit tcrond
ahol,llic liullct pawrd pretty nrar me, but mine Jmlgrd in
bit ami then he declared b wat iuire tntiilird, go
M I had givea a blow the preceding jiight, ami two wniindt
thai morning, Uin drclaiiaimtellallifiod,1 nidi wat
contented."

" Von would hntu bee lhauglil very bard to pleat, if
you had made any diRculry.;

"I thought ou m)eeir,'ra$joiiwjl III caplaia, ao
tkr aaair cndiil, Iw licing earnol bom ia coach, and 1

marching fn.m the of battle on (mu"
" Pray, may 1 aek, if y iver wat la a battle I"

No," replied tb capuiil, wiili a aUl.. il acvrr wn;
nevrr had good font , though 1 would gin all the
oaey I Have ia th world, and tk awaey I an ow

iwgi ie at kttl trW. Ue t b i om loHBor
rw."
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Price Owe Pehnv.

"Tivtided ou had a ctute ;" replied the yomif
ttuiluiil.

" I tlmiitd not be .fiiuamirh rerpei ling Ilia can, p,fi-de.- 1
1 had a good battle : thai, my dear, it what it the inottotteaual to a eontcii ntiout i.diccr, ha lo improve

liimeelf in hit profetJon. I hate rriuioii, iherif..re
to with for a war; and at the prrtenl it aoi.ki
bo for the adtmluge of Ihe nnUon in 'cocntl,tni it
it duindling a country of plnKl,mcn, iiianiifaeturrra
and mcrrlianta. Andynumuti know, loo lhai I am pretty
fortunate, having already thirteen thoit, and I never
wat hit but one."

." Thirteen-- what, have von fongln thirteen dJiT""No, ao!"rplicd lharapuiii, "ihelaet tbot'dredat
bm completed only aixth duel.1'

HMdcr. ZifW0Pi,. ,Bj Eli,n rflMMyratecide. wrought out of ivory Lharriot, with fourwhla and four lionet, and a wj,h ,kUib.both ia Mamllacompatt,thatabeo hideeitker
with it w.lag. Nor tUoohl we doubt thit, when fljit recorded ia Engla.li hitmry, nn let trueationaU

Inihelwci.litili )inrof (lutenElkalK-th'areiJ-

a Mackooiili of London, i.f tho name of JIark Scaliot.'
a lock of iron, tleel, aad bran, of eleven piae,

a pipe key, all of which only weighed oa grain, fcalinlto made chain of gold, of liakt, wklcb he
?2!i!. ,0ck krj UN't it rwiBd lb acck of

grai. .u; ,m,."M'

cooking.

Manufactur-
ers

Hadrianut .. M.i;. ..
ttooe cut the form ol " I""7

ir of dice dlttinrt, the tpoua. j nl. rL!T
eatily to be ditcerned witha .oJT'

Bulttill more extraordinary tbaa ltMi.t.. .r j- f
any thing we litre )ctmeaiioed, mnalSite been i"

er
mri.rry n at Rome, in tk of Pape. Pant ibe Fifth,

pjr onc oi riiiriurarn.wneiiadpwnsaMedilfromihe
wiMtitn.ii.iii .inmijeru. lrrrJtWofixrrtMi,.
drti illtlin, wd, er all pcrftcttrml complete in ever,
i m f . w--i iiimm uiai iir wnote could o taIj rneloeed ia a caw ftbricattd la a ptpptrctni r
dmary aire! The Ppe ita1k have himtelf Malted
tbrm, bat with th help of. apV of apcrtaclet, (er tbey
Mere to 'very amall at to bo aluott invitiblc to tb inked)
rjc. Aui...g,l,KUlolirMtba.r,,iiied ui.ovra.rM of.ho hedid ...wtntr,,!,,,,urn to auhaenb. to on the credit of bi. fallibility ; frhe ou. ,a opnortuni.y of.,m!mt
ingrw himtclf, and among the pertoa. .hut higl.h f.,0iwL

rt,rul.r reference ie lo Jn,pl rSchio,piUt,
.

Turrianut, f ,,om: lkll, mnlly
rrlalfd.iteiiKl in h.nc laliricntid iron whicl t--

ul thcmlvi-r- , . nnnnie ia tire, Hun a clrry
One in bin tl.cve ; au vet it wat iKir,r,.l , :.j
Hi a ringle Khtn inoiigh fur tiic con,iimptioa of eivh't
men.

A Wki'lhr. Almj in Wnimnt, nrrutinwcd M
iK lone,ntt., pp. ,., ,mti pn )lc
nut by hiimclf, he comuirncrd. When
nliT., Ibvinm.rln, inouilt, rival, and liingtfrtr n
efmplen) rmirnlenated in tl,,- - natuciatiou, hi wlivll
ujpih a. antitkui!. olirilliieie. A Ja eouiuraaacr, Umm
nitile.nnilalntn.i toml MptfKon olplvi.clh. rfvtn-- d

Hie molhrr It wonM oarl A JP.,u,, iTnotiun i .ub Hrrcom; which wat arcteinplibcd.bv placinf h&n la?-t-

lety of another hii,i l.o haU rtitri to giv4wi,
at an m h begat i.. whittle.

The above is an exact reproduction of the first page the first issue THE SUN from the copy in THE SUN'S safe.
There areonly two other originals existence, one the New York Library and one the private library the
present editor THE SUN.
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tlmo
cademy, Inland,

original,

people

windy,

ama,nly

finding

tho

without

sailing

Washington

almost

solved

Square, now tho district
furthest downtown, hut!

as a park; It had
Atlantic. When Sun was ' lieen the Field. In 1S33 rich

born, kite rullroad In i Xi Yorkers were putting up some
America wus miles long, l Hue residences there of which n good

Amboy.

harJ out
news.

camo

Day

did
what

York life.

less
four

Adier

tliey

"and

good

i.hea

tbip h,,

made

n,

ott

made

10B,

d.iy,

woik.

nows.

Jut
that

Tin:
most

many stand. Sixth had had
Its name changed to Waverley Blaco
in honor of Walter Scott, recently
dead, tho literary king of tho day.

Wall stieet was already tho llnanclal
centre, with Its Exchange,
banks, brokers and Insurance com-
panies. Canal street was pretty well
tilled with retail Third
had been macadamized front the Bow-

ery Harlem. The downtown streets
were paved and somo wero lighted
with gas nt $7 a thousand cubic feet,

Columbia College, on tho snuuie
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the last Mayor of Xew York to be
tippolnted by tho Common Council, for
Dlx's advertisement in tho first St'N
called an election bv which the neoole

Xow York of that year would include
Peter fe'ehermethorn, Nicholas Fish,

Sheppnrd Knapp, Sam-
uel Swartwout, Henry Heekmau,
Henry Delntleld, John Mason, William
Paulding, David S. Kennedy, Jacob
Lorillard, David Lydlg, Seth Gros-veno- r,

Rlggs, John Delaticld,
Peter A. C. V. S. Roosevelt,

Ray, IVescrved Fish, Morris
Ketohum, Rufus

Vail, Gilbert Coutant and
Mortimer Livingston,

( iilniiiliia Wna Dona Toivn.
These men and their fellows ran the

banks and tho big business of that
day. They read , six cent papers,
mostly those which warned the pub- -

lie that Andrew Jackson was drlvlriR
the to tho devil. It would be
years before, tho Sl'N would bring; the
IlKht of common, every day
Into their dlKnltlcd lives If it ever
lid ko. Day. the printer, did not look
to them to read his paper, although he

for wrnie small part of their ad-

vertising. It N likely that one of the
Ooitvcrneurs Samuel I.. read the
early Hln, but hn was postmaster,
and It was his duty to examine new
and therefore susplcionablc publica-
tions.

Incidentally, I'astijiaster Oouveriicur
had onn cleik to sort all the mall that
came Into the city ftotn the re.t of the
noilrt. It wbs a small Xew York upon
which tho timid Sl'N raft Its still
smaller Tho mass of the peo-
ple had not been Interested lit news-
papers, because the newspapers
brought nothing to their lives but the
drone of American and foreign poll-tic- s.

A majority of them were In sym-
pathy with Tammany I lull, particu-
larly since 1821, when the property
qualification was removed from the
fianchlse throuch Democratic effort.

Xew York had literary publica-
tions other than the six cent
The Knickerbocker Magazine was
founded In January of 1S33, with
Charles Hoffman, assistant editor of
the .tmoricnti Mnpaitne, as editor.
Among the contributors engaged were
William Uryant and Jumes K.
1'auldJnK. Tho subscription list, It
was proudly announced, had no fewer
than 800 names on It. The Mcchotiics'
Magazine, tho Sporting Magazine, the
American Moughhop, the Journal of
Public. Morals, and the Youth's Tem-
perance. Lecturer were the'
periodicals that contended for public
fa or.

When l'net Kouitut Kdltor.
Uryant a was Webl on and V.nqulrcr

of editors the livening Post helped It alio Amer-a- s
well as a lean paper.

a. teacher. come him ' Xathanlel and I
early, "Thanatopsls" was pub-lihe- d

when he was 23, and "To a
Waterfowl" appeared a year later, In
IMS. Xow, In his thirties, wns no
longer the delicate youth, the dreamy
port. One April day in SSI Bryant
and I... Stone, one of the edi-
tors the t'omu;rcfo .tirofi.icr, had
a rare fight in front of the City Hall,
the poet beginning It with a cowsklu
whip nrung ut StoncVi head, nnd the
spectators ending It after Stone had
seized the whip. These two were edi-
tors of six penny "respectables."

Irving and i.'ooper, Bryant and
llnlleck, Xathanlel P. Willis and

I'. Morris were the largest
figures of Intellectual Xew York. In
18.13 Irving iV turned ifrom Europe
after a visit that had lasted seven
teen years. was then fifty, and

tho

tho

and
had

ills that was kind of
had that his them

since basked in the glory that came
him with the publication of "The

Spy," "The Pilot" and "The Iast of
the Mohicans." He and Irving
guests at every cultured function.

I 'resent t was finishing his first
work. "The History of Ferdinand and
Isabella." beginning

tho I'nlted lo a
George $4 week if

of Lafayette." hc" nnd
only "Fanhhawe." I was

struggling along Baltimore
Holmes, a medical student, wi.t-to- n

a few poems. Dr. William
later to write his great "His-

tory of the Intellectual Development
of from Liverpool
that year to make Xew Ills
home.

Longfellow was professor of mod-
ern languages nt Bowdoln, and un-
known to famo as n poet. Whittier
bad written "Legends of Xew Eng-
land" and "Moll l'itcher." Emerson
was England, Henry
Dana and Motley wero at Harvard.
Thoreatt was helping his father to
make lead pencils. Parkman, Low-
ell and Melville were school-Ixiy- s.

Chnrlen A. Dunn Wns t'lerklns;.
Away off in Buffalo was a lxy

fourteen, who clerked in his uncle's
store by day, selling steel

traps Seneca nnd by night
road Greek, poetry, history and the
speeches of Andrew Jackson, His
name was A. Dana.

The leading man of the
day in Xew York was James
Webb, a son of the Gen, Webb who
held the Bible upon which Washing-
ton took the oath of ptlleo as
President J. Watson Webb been
in the at my as a journalist, was
never for peace, at any price. Ho
united tho .lfor,il.u Courier the
.'(;iincr, and established a daily horse

between Xew York and Wash-
ington at a cost of $7.r.on a month, in
iird'r to get news Congress

tho kite House twenty-fou- r hours
before his rivals,

Webb Win famed a a lighter. He
hail a row with Duff Green in Wash-
ington in 1S30. In January,
thrished James Gordon Bennett In
Wall street. Incited a mob
drive Wood, a singer, from tho stage
or the Pari: Theatre. 1S38 he
challenged Itpresoutntlve of
Maine to a duel, Cilley refused
light on the ground that Webb was not

the city gained the right to elect wnllenian. so Itepresentutlve Groves
a Mayor by popular vote. Kentucky, who carried the card for

A II of tho solid citizens of the " ,'"" challenged Cilley for hlm-sel-

Robert Lenox,

Ellsha
Jay, Rob-

ert
Prime, Philip Hone,

William

country

things

hoped

beam".

papers.

Cullen

among

William

written

John

general

Charles

express

Cilley

as was the custom. They fought with
rifles on the Annapolis road, Clllev
wa killed at tho third shot.

In 1842 Webb fought a duel with
Representative Marshall Kentucky

not only was wounded on
Ills letum to Xew York was sen
tenced to two years in prison "for
leaving State with tho intention
of giving or receiving a challenge." At
the end two however, hu was
pardoned.

Having deserted Jackson and bo
euuie .i n ins, w enn to own
and edit the Courlrr and' enquire tin
til when It was merged tho
Vi'orld. His tiuarrels, all of political
orlKln. brought prestige to his puner.
Ben Day had no pistols. Hisj

onlyohance to advertise Tun Sun was
by Its own IIrIU and lta popular prlrc.

Beyond had no real
Journalist with whom to contend at
the outset, nnd Webb probably did not
dream that Thk Sun would bu worthy
of a JnusU I'crhaps fortunately for
Day, Horace Greeley had Just failed
In his nttempt to run a otic cent
paper. This was Morning Post,
which Greeley started In January.
1833, with Francis V. Story, a fellow
printer, as his partner, with a

of 1150. It ran. for' thrco
weeks only.

Greeley and Story still had some
type, on credit, nnd they

n tho Conl(t!tf(oiI-int- .
which, In splto of lis dignified

waa the avowed organ of the
lotteries. Its columns contained the
following card:

Greeley & ttory, Xo. 54 T.lhcrty
Street, Xew York, respectfully collclt the
patronace of rthe publro to their 1m:nf.s
of letterprcf.i prlntlns, particularly lot-
tery prlntln-r- . as schemes, ficilml-Ical- s.

and so forth, which will be exe-

cuted on favorable .terms.
It must be remembered 'that at

that time lotteries wero not turner a
cloud. There were ,in Xew York lor-ty-fl-

at ILT.O

apiece annually, and proce'-d- s

wero divided tho public
schools and a home for deaf mutes.
That was the last year of

After ,they disappeared
Greeley started the. Xcto Yorker, tho
best literary weekly of its time. It
was not until April, 1SI1, that he

the Trlfcitnr.
Doubtless there wero many younrr

Xew Yorkers of that period who would
have made banc: up reporters, but ap-

parently until Day's time, with ono
exception, they did not work on morn
ing newspapers. That exception mis
James Gordon Dennett, whose work

was man, for he for the Courier
one the of to make leading

magazine contributor
Uamo to I. Willis George

for

he

of

George

He

to

of

to

to

of

Morris would probably have been good
for they knew Xew York

had excellent styles, but they in-

sisted on being poets. With Slorris It
was not n hollow vocation, for the
cuthor of "Woodman, Sparc That
Tree," could always get $."i0 for a soim.
He and Willis ran thu .Win or an 1

later the A'cir Mirror, and wroto wjsti
and other fanciful stuff by the bushel.
Philip Hone would have been tho best

In Xow York, as his diary,
but he was of the nristociacy,

and he seems to have scorned news-
paper men, particularly Webb ,ind
Bennett.

But by that chance which
foctned to smile on Tin: Si n, 1!"'i
Day got clever reporters. Ho wanted
one to do tho police court work, tor
ho saw from the first day of i'n

had best books. Cooper' Paper that the
half a dozen years younger, long i renders devoured. To

were

j

weeks,

Webb,

offlccs,

written

tho details of u beating admipl'-'-t red
by James Hawkins to his wife
of impoit than JacltMiu's as-

saults on the I'nlted States
The Serotiil "iiii."

When George W. Winter, a ouitr
was his printer who was out of work, applied

"History of States." Tin: Si n for Day told hint
Ticknor published his that he would give him a

"Life Hawthoino hail would get up early every day
'no

in
had

Draper,

Europe." arrived
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founded

busy

reporters,
and

reporter
reveals,

somehow,

were
more

BiuK

Bancroft
Job

had

llr.--t

attend tho pollco court, which held
its from t A. M, on. Tho
people of the city weie quite as human
then as they ate l'lireeii-crat- e

mortals got drunk and fought m
the streets. Others stole Tim
worst of all beat their wives. Winner

is to be the Balzac of the d,i- -
break court in a year when Balzao
himself was w riting his "Droll Stories."

Tho second Issuo of Tun Sun con
tinued tho typographical ettor of th
day before. The year in tho dsto lino
of the second pago was "1832," Tint
big news In this piTper was under dato
of Plymouth, England, August 1, and
It told of tho capture of Lisbon by
Admiral .Napier cm the L'Bth of July.
Day - or perhaps it was Wisner
wroto an editorial article about It:

To us as Americans there can be lltt'.o
of Interest in the triumph of one mcmbr
of a royal family of Kuropo oor an
other, dr.d although we can but rejon'o
it the downfall of the modern Xero wl i.
so lately tilled thn Portuguesa thr
yet if rumor speak the tnilli t te s

Pedro is no better than he
should he.

The editor lamented tho general la. It

of news:
With the exception of the latere '.it s;

news from Portugal there appears to bit
very little worthy of note. NullHieat ion
has blown over; the President's ton- -
has terminated; Black Hawk has gone
homo : the new race for President is tl"'
yet eniiinieiicod and eciythlns soeir
settled down into a uihn. I Mill t. mt
these for us new .paper makei i. v

wiHi the President nr Major lim i '
or some other diMiLStiitlieil ,n U n.
would happen along again mi l all'" .1 i

material for a dally artkl". Or ecn f
the re.i serpent would be so l,.nd as to
piy us a v'xit we should ho extreme
obliged to him and would honor ' s
Mi.tkeshlp with a most tremendous p.

Another Started.
Theatrical advertising appeared in.

this number, the Park Tho.it ro an-
nouncing tho comedy .if "Rip Van
Winkle," as ledramaliwd by Mi.
Hnckett, who played i'. Mr (lalo
was playing "M.i.eppa" at tho Bowery.
Pel haps then! ml vet t.fPmt tits worn
borrowed fmni a six cent paper, but
theie wan one "help wanted" ndt'ii
tisement that was not borrowed. I

was the upshot of Day's own ide i

destined to bring another revolut.i i . .

newspaper methods:
TO Till: r.NEMPLOYlirV--A nunuT

of sternly men can Hurt employment hv
ondlng tlild paiier. A liberal t

Is allowed to those who buy to sea agar .

Before, that diy there had been i

newsboys: no papers were sold " 'hu
streets. Tim big. blanket po. teal
organs that iniisiiier.uled as news-
papers weiv cither soal uwr the h

or delivered h i.irrlrs to 'ho
homes of the subset llei"-- . llot of Mm

publishers coiislileud it Iniiligrioed
uvea to might fur new soils, i il'i s. ,v I

one of them boasted that his gieat
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